                                                                                                                          P.O. Box 161

                                                                                                                Renton, WA 98057

                                                                                                                         May 18, 2020

John Suscheck

Ozark Mountain Railcar

Good Morning, John,

I am attaching photos and historic info about the single truck Brill streetcar we wish to have you appraise.  We acquired this streetcar last year and are planning a complete renovation back to service with it.  We are applying for a number of grants and other funding opportunities.  We have arranged with the Northwest Railway Museum in Snoqualmie, Washington to do the main work.  They have a fully staffed restoration shop.
The major grant we are working on allows a partial in-kind match, including the value of the car being worked on, so of course the greater the value, the more it would help us meet the match requirements.

HISTORY AND PURPOSE
The car is number 160 from the Oporto, Portugal street railway.  If you know anything about the Oporto railway, you know that their early cars were built entirely by the J. G. Brill Company in Philadelphia and exported to Portugal.  They were the same gauge and same type of car that Brill built thousands of for U. S. railroads in the end of the 19th Century and the first 15 years or so of the 20th Century.

Later cars in Oporto were built at the railway shops there.  So most of the Oporto cars that are in the United States today are not actually Brill products, but just look-alikes.  But Number 160 is a genuine all-Brill car, having been constructed in 1912.  This is important because there are, among all the heritage rail lines and trolley museums in the U. S., only 5 authentic Brill single truck streetcars in addition to the 160, where 100 years ago there were thousands.

The 160 has an all wooden carbody with a deck, or clerestory, roof.  This distinguishes it from the later all steel single truck Birney Safety cars.  And most importantly, the 160 is almost identical to the streetcars that ran in Yakima from 1908 to 1930.  Same size, same number of windows, same configuration, etc.  In fact, the first five cars in Yakima were built to the same design in 1908-10 by a Brill subsidiary, the Danville Car Company.
Today the Yakima Valley Trolleys operate a couple of heritage streetcars on the former tracks of the Yakima Valley Transportation Company, an early 20th Century interurban line.  Our plan is to get the 160 fully and carefully refurbished so that it can operate on our tracks in Yakima in place of one of the other cars.  The other streetcar would then be taken out of service and refurbished to like new conditions as well.  Because of its near identical look to the first Yakima cars, the 160 will become the pride of the fleet.

PRESENT CONDITION OF NUMBER 160

As received, the car is all in one piece, but the roof of the clerestory has been damaged and that damage affects the ceiling inside the car.  That roof will have to be at least partially rebuilt.
The streetcar was in fenced, outdoor storage for a number of years and many of the windows and glass in the doors have been broken by people throwing rocks at it.  The railroad people who were storing it put plywood over the windows as they got broken in order to keep animals and weather out of the car.
The man who we got the car from took a number of removable items out of the car for safe keeping some years ago.  These include the controllers, brake stands, brake wheels, headlights, retrievers and the air compressor.  Otherwise, it is intact.  The motors are free moving and are lubricated.  The wheels roll freely and the coil spring suspension in the frame is functional.
The seats and other components like lights and trolley pole and base are all there.

The previous owner who took some of the removable items out of the car now has dementia and can’t remember where he put the items.  I had arranged with his family to go with one of them to his house and search through his basement and garage for the missing parts this Spring.  But the COVID-19 pandemic came and now it is not safe for me (or him) to do that search because we are both elderly with heart conditions.

So we have every expectation of getting the missing parts eventually, but there are no guarantees.  In our own store room in Yakima, we have a spare controller, headlights, retrievers, and a spare air compressor.  Therefore those items should not be considered missing because we will either get the originals or will use the spares we have in Yakima.

The car was moved to the Northwest Railway Museum a few months ago.  In their preliminary examinations of the car, they said it is actually in better condition structurally than one would think, given the weathering it has endured.  If you would like to talk with them for their opinion, you could call Richard Anderson, Executive Director @ 425-301-1566.
If you have any other questions that I could answer, please do not hesitate to email me or call me @206-817-4053.  Please address the appraisal to Yakima Valley Trolleys, but send it to me, Ken Johnsen, P.O. Box 161, Renton, WA 98057.

I will attach a fact sheet about the trolley, and some photos, inside and out.

Cordially,

Ken Johnsen, President

Yakima Valley Trolleys
