BRILL STREETCAR NUMBER 160

Built.  Streetcar number 160 was built by the J. G. Brill Company at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1912.

Type.  Number 160 is a wooden carbody, semi-convertible, double ended, single truck streetcar.  It has two motors and rides on a Brill 21-E truck.

Specifications.  Width:  8 feet.

Overall length:  32 feet, 5 inches.

Height above rail:  11 feet, 6 inches.

Wheelbase:  7 feet, 5 inches

Weight:  11.7 tons
Owner History.  
1. STCP (street railway company), Oporto, Portugal.  1912.
2. Winnie Cole, Seattle, Washington.  1970s.

3. Byron Cole, West Seattle, Washington.  1990s.

4. Yakima Valley Trolleys, Yakima, Washington.  2019.

Historical Significance.  The J. G. Brill Company was to streetcars as Boeing is to jet airliners.  It was the largest manufacturer of streetcars in the world.  The year 1912, when streetcar number 160 was built, was Brill’s highest production year in its 86-year history.  Brill’s streetcars had a reputation for quality that surpassed those of all other builders.
Hundreds of classic single truck streetcars like number 160 were built by Brill and other car builders and could be seen on street railroads all over the country.  Yakima had seven such cars.  Yakima’s single truck cars ran until 1930 when they were scrapped and replaced by modern steel double truck cars.

Single truck cars elsewhere in the country met a similar fate in the early 1930s.  Genuine Brill single truck cars have now become very rare.  Among the heritage trolley railroads and streetcar museums in the U. S., there are only 21 streetcars of this type left, and only 5 of them are actually Brill products.
Streetcar number 160, operating on Yakima’s vintage street railway, will be a very authentic example of street railroading in the early 20th Century.
